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State Action is Critical as Federal Attacks Threaten Progress  
In just the first months of 2025, the federal administration has leveled devastating blows to  
the planet’s future—rolling back climate policies and attacking environmental protections.  
Every safeguard lost puts communities at greater risk.   
That’s why OEC is ramping up coalition-led efforts to deliver long-term, state-level solutions for 
clean and abundant water, protection from toxic chemicals, a safe and accessible transportation 
system, and a livable climate.  
Opponents to progress in Salem and D.C. are banking on Oregonians sitting idly by. But the  
volume of voices from all corners of the state is proving that when challenges rise, so do we.

Add impact  
to your inbox!   
Sign up for emails from 
OEC to stay up-to-date 
on the latest news and 
ways to take action. 

Stronger Together: How Coalitions are Pushing for Progress  
Launching E-Forward  

It’s Time to Phase Out PFAS    
Cut Your Bills, Cut Emissions  

Join us for the ELB’s Toxic-Free  
Drag Show and Dance Party

What’s Inside:  

Oregon’s  
Time to Lead



A Message from OEC Executive Director 
Jana Gastellum 
 
Dear friend of Oregon’s environment, 
 
In the spring of 1930, Mahatma Gandhi walked 240 miles over 24 days 
with a single purpose: to pull salt from the water of the Arabian Sea. 
 
The journey was a direct response to the British salt monopoly in 
India, which disproportionately affected the country’s most vulnerable 
communities. He was joined by 78 fellow activists when he embarked 
from Sabarmati Ashram. By the time he arrived in the coastal village of 
Dandhi, over 50,000 Indians had joined him. 
 
The Salt March went on to have a profound effect on history. The simple 
act of extracting salt from water paved the way for India’s independence 
from British colonial rule, and inspired countless more movements 
across the globe. 
 
Civic engagement has always been the most powerful tool at our  
disposal – especially in times of great challenges. Now is one of  
those times. 
 
Since inauguration day, the Trump administration has worked to  
systematically dismantle our country’s most important climate and  
environmental regulations, alongside democratic institutions, human 
rights and healthcare safeguards, and more. The effects of their reckless 
deregulations are already being felt by individuals and communities  
from coast to coast. If left unchecked, there’s no telling just how  
profound their actions would be on our planet. 
 
But we’re not backing down. In fact, we’re stronger than ever. 
 
Thanks to our community of supporters, OEC is tackling the moment 
head-on. We’re partnering with lawmakers in Salem to help hold the line 
against federal threats and forging coalitions with leaders across Oregon  
to stand up for our shared values. Together, we’re working tirelessly to 
enact impactful, state-level wins and watchdog them to make sure they 
deliver on their promises – now, and for generations to come. 
 
Our movement has remained strong over 56 years and  
15 presidencies… and despite the current administration’s  
unprecedented attacks, our collective power is only growing. 
 
You’re not alone if you feel overwhelmed, afraid, or unsure if a single 
action can make a difference. But remember: with enough of us standing 
together, the simple act of pulling salt from water can change the world. 
Now is the time to roll up our sleeves. 
 
Thank you for being with us, 
 

Jana Gastellum 
Executive Director and proud OEC supporter
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Stronger Together
OEC Unites with Coalitions to Push for Transformative Change  
in Oregon’s 2025 Legislative Session and Beyond

For all we’ve accomplished, OEC has always been scrappy.   
        Since our founding in 1968, we’ve been a small (think: 
1-20) team of environmental champions with a knack for 
getting big things done – and the track record to prove it.  
“How,” you might ask? One word: partnerships.  
Coalitions are the lifeblood of our work. It’s how we create 
tangible, lasting change for all of Oregon out of a single office. 
This past year, we worked with partners across the state to 
mobilize for legislative roadshows, train people to deliver 
powerful testimony, organize witness panels, and set up  
one-on-one meetings with legislators. Our collective efforts 
paid off: together, we reinstated the Climate Protection  
Program, fought to regulate toxic chemicals, and put  
electric utility vehicles on OSU farms across the state.  
When federal protections are at risk, state-level action 
becomes ever more important. Linking arms with  
communities and our coalition partners is what makes  
that action possible. Here’s where you can find us:

Oregon Water Partnership  
OWP is a coalition of seven organizations that OEC has 
been a part of since the beginning. Our work revolves 
around a central tenet: that cold, clean, plentiful water  
is a basic right – and that protecting it is crucial to  
sustaining healthy communities and ecosystems in  
Oregon. We’re in Salem this session fighting for  
legislation that would prevent water transfers from 
moving water out of streams in a way that reduces 
streamflow and damages surrounding ecosystems  
and communities. 
 
Oregon Clean Grid Collaborative  
OCGC was formed by OEC and our partners in 2023  
with one goal in mind: develop the blueprint for a clean 
electric grid. Moving to renewable energy at the source 
of where we get our power is one of the most impactful 
actions we can take to decarbonize Oregon. Last year, 
OCGC hosted the first annual Clean Grid Summit, where  
industry leaders, community activists, and scientists 
alike connected to discuss how we can make the clean 
grid a reality. The biggest takeaway? Scaling up  
transmission is key to success.

LONG-TERM COLLABORATION WITH 
COMMUNITIES AND OUR COALITION 
PARTNERS MAKES ACTION POSSIBLE.

Move Oregon Forward  
Move Oregon Forward is made up of over 50  
organizations across the state, with the shared belief that 
transportation should be a fundamental right for every 
Oregonian. The coalition is led by OEC in partnership 
with eight others on the steering committee. We’re  
committed to paving the way for the greenest, safest, 
most equitable transportation system for Oregon possible. 
This session, we’re focusing on pushing through a  
transportation package that is safety-first, climate- 
forward, fairly and sustainably funded, and accountable. 

Building Resilience  
Building Resilience, co-founded by OEC and five close 
partners, is 40+ organizations-strong. We believe that all 
Oregonians deserve healthy, affordable, resilient homes 
and buildings. Key to that success is high efficiency  
and clean energy. This session, we’re pushing for  
transformative legislation that reduces costs and 
creates more fairness in what we pay for in our monthly 
bills. We’re fighting for climate resilience by funding  
the tools and outreach staff necessary to make clean, 
efficient, and renewable energy upgrades more  
accessible and affordable to all Oregon homes.
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PROGRAM UPDATES

The cat is out of the bag: PFAS, or “forever chemicals,” are everywhere –  
         from the proverbial cat’s kibble packaging, to the bag itself. And they’re 
not just in the products we use and the environments we live in – they’re in  
all of us. Studies have detected PFAS in everything from blood to breast milk. 
 
On top of their staggering omnipresence, these chemicals are also detrimental 
to human health. PFAS have been linked to cancer, heart and kidney disease, 
infertility, and behavioral problems in children (to name just a few). And the 
risk is even greater for firefighters, who use firefighting foam with incredibly 
high levels of PFAS. Their risk of dying from cancer is 14% higher than the  
general population’s. 
 

The best time to phase out PFAS was in the 1940s.  
The second best time is now. 
 
This legislative session, we’re fighting to phase out 
PFAS at the source – from firefighting foam, to the 
toys children play with. Many other states have  
already recognized the risks and taken steps to  
eliminate these toxic chemicals. It’s time for Oregon  
to do the same, once and for all. 

Cut Your Bills, Cut EmissionsIt’s Time to Phase Out 
PFAS in Oregon

THE BEST TIME TO PHASE OUT PFAS WAS IN  
THE 1940’S. THE SECOND BEST TIME IS NOW. 

Healthy Water,  
Healthy  
Communities 
 

At OEC, we know it can take  
           multiple sessions to get bills 
across the finish line. We stick 
with issues, lay the groundwork, 
and keep making progress.  
As such, 2025 could prove to be a 
“legacy session” for OEC’s water 
priorities. Many of the bills we’re 
working on haven’t made it to the 
governor’s desk in years prior. But 
since then – with new iterations, 
bipartisan partnerships with law-
makers, and campaigns to spread 
the word – we’re better poised 
than ever to come out victorious.  
This session, OEC is focusing on 
legislation that protects not just 
the quality of Oregon’s water, 
but also the health of the people 
who rely on it. Our bills would 
require landlords to regularly test 
and report the quality of drinking 
water on their properties, provide 
funding to Oregonians in need of 
septic system repairs, and ensure 
that groundwater use doesn’t 
endanger the health of those  
who rely on domestic wells for 
drinking water.

Learn more  
(and check out our 

fun new video)!
oeconline.org/ 

eforward

unit instead of separate heating and cooling devices adds 
convenience. You also don’t have to worry about carbon 
monoxide monitors if you get rid of your gas furnace. 
Fortunately, there are state, federal, and sometimes utility 
rebate programs available to help cover the cost (more on 
that below).

Remember the days when you didn’t need an in-home 
           cooling unit to live in Oregon? Those days are over. 
The reason is simple: summers are getting hotter across 
the globe. And as temperatures continue to rise, so do our 
electric bills.  
Traditional air conditioners are energy hungry, bad for the  
environment, and only needed a few months out of the 
year. But what if there was a safer, monumentally more 
efficient alternative that came in handy all year round?  
Enter: heat pumps.  
Unlike ACs, which use an engine to generate cold air 
through refrigeration, heat pumps cool homes by  
transferring the warm air from inside to out. In just the 
same way, they’re able to transfer warm air from outside 
to in during the cold months – meaning they function as 
both heating and cooling units. The process is far more 
efficient, resulting in lower electricity bills, lower carbon 
emissions, and a more resilient electric grid.  
Heat pumps can be an investment upfront, though they’re 
sure to save you money over time. Plus, maintaining one

Pushing for change at the legislative level is a crucial  
        component to stopping climate change. But the  
individual actions we take at home are hugely important 
too. Climate-smart solutions should be accessible to all  
Oregonians – which is why we launched our new  
E-Forward campaign.  
E-Forward is all about simplifying the process of  
decarbonizing our lives – from electric cars, to heat

pumps and home weatherization. 
We’re amplifying state and federal 
rebates, making them easier to  
navigate, and providing the resources 
necessary for folks across the state 
to go electric at home and on the 
road. The first campaign stop was  
in Medford – expect more to  
come near you!

Introducing E-Forward!

Heat Pumps: a Win-Win

Health Impact of PFAS’ graphic provided by Clean Water Action and Clean Water Fund
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OEC Community

OEC in the Field

OEC has worked to get toxic chemicals 
           out of everyday cosmetic products 
for years – but it’s not always the most 
front-and-center issue in the headlines. 
That’s why our Emerging Leaders Board 
(ELB) decided to shine light on the issue 
with their upcoming Toxic-Free Drag 
Show and Dance Party. 
 
“We’re exposed to these chemicals  
everyday,” says emerging leader Eliza 
Amstutz. “And they lead to significant 
environmental and public health  
outcomes. It’s really concerning, and it 
can be hard to sift through all the  
information out there.” 
 
The event will feature local businesses 
that are redefining cosmetics by  
specializing in making non-toxic  
products. After an hour of mingling and 
exploring the companies’ clean beauty 

Emerging Leaders Board

What: 	   ELB’s Toxic-Free Drag Show and Dance Party (21+)  
Where:  Mississippi Studios, 3939 N Mississippi Ave 
                  Portland, OR 97227  
When:   July 11, 7:00 pm - Late  
Cost:     No cover, but donations to OEC encouraged  
                  at the door

products (over fun beverages, of course),  
we’ll be joined by Portland legend  
Poison Waters, and other local drag 
queens, for a special performance.  
Expect some truly glamorous getups on 
display! After our performers flutter their 
last lash, we’ll hit the dance floor and 
party the night away with a local DJ. 
 
According to Amstutz, the ELB is  
approaching the night with a sense of 
“radical optimism.” 
 
“We want to instill a sense of  
empowerment and fun in learning about 
cleaner cosmetics, while uniting young 
professionals and adults in a night of 
dance performance and education,” she 
says. “Our goal is to incorporate dance, 
uplift drag queens, and bring joy and 
hope into conversation around toxics.”

Supporter Spotlight: Bethany Shetterly Thomas

Longtime OEC supporter, and 
former Emerging Leaders Board 
member Bethany Shetterly Thomas

OEC member Bethany  
           Shetterly Thomas is 
Board President and founder 
of Earth Day Oregon, 
co-founder of Ecology in 
Classrooms and Outdoors, 
and served on OEC’s  
Emerging Leaders Board 
from 2015-2018! We sat 
down to chat about her  
long history of impactful 
environmental work in  

Oregon, and why now is the time to get involved.  
(Scan the QR code for the full interview):  
Q: Tell me about your connection to nature  
     in Oregon?  
Growing up in Oregon, my family would go hiking and 
camping a lot. One place that’s especially memorable from 
my childhood is Ramona Falls. There are these rocks there 
that felt like enormous boulders when we were small.

We would climb up and slide down. Now I have three boys, 
and we’ve taken them there to slide down the rocks, too.   
Q: What was your experience like on the  
     Emerging Leaders Board (ELB)?  
I’d already been doing environmental education in Portland 
for a while, but I wanted to get connected with people who 
were working for the environment in other capacities. 
The ELB was a fantastic place to do exactly that. It was 
inspiring to be a part of something where everybody had 
the same ultimate goal in mind.  
Q: Why is now a good time to get involved  
     in environmental work?  
It can be easy to feel overwhelmed  
by the issues we’re facing today.  
But by creating community, you’re  
going to find hope. Every action is  
moving us forward — and together  
we get more done.

Join the ELB and Poison Waters at the Toxic-Free 
Drag Show and Dance Party on July 11

BE SURE TO RSVP AHEAD OF TIME! 

RSVP here!

Transportation Roadshow Happy 
Valley Stop. Over the summer,  
legislators went on a statewide  
listening tour to learn about  
Oregonians’ biggest hopes for our 
transportation system. OEC helped 
turn out folks from all walks of life to 
testify for safe, clean, and equitable 
options for how we get around.

OEC at the Oregon League of  
Conservation Voters’ Lobby Day. 
We met with the staff of Senator 
Frederick’s office, among other  
lawmakers. Lobby Days like this  
are always a great opportunity  
for like-minded environmental  
champions in Oregon to collaborate, 
connect, and keep up the  
momentum at the state capital.

First Annual Oregon Clean Grid 
Summit. OEC hosted this event  
at the World Forestry Center, in 
collaboration with our partners in 
the Oregon Clean Grid Collaborative. 
Over 120 community leaders,  
industry experts, and state and  
federal officials gathered to discuss 
the roadmap to a 100% clean  
electric grid in Oregon.

Read the full 
interview here
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Spring Matching Challenge 2025!  
Double down on your support for Oregon’s environment with a gift 
that will go twice as far and work twice as hard for a safe, healthy, 
resilient future for Oregon in 2025 and beyond. 

When challenges rise,  
so do we! 

GIVE NOW!

Thank you to our generous supporters!

ACMS   I   EWEB   I   Portland Ultimate   I   Skanska   I   Tetra Tech   I   Vernier

oeconline.org/ 
springmatch


