
OREGON’S FUTURE 
DEPENDS ON YOU



Times change, but values don’t. Now is the time to 
remember that today’s reality does not define who we 
are; it tests who we are. 

History shows that the deep-seated values that define us 
are always more important than circumstance. 

Our work defines the difference between hope or despair. 

Between a healthy future for our children or a future 
threatened by climate change. 

Between a livable state or unchecked growth. 

We choose hope and a better Oregon for all.

The stakes could not be higher. 
With dozens of accomplishments under 
our belt, the tools and momentum to 
make lasting change, and the moral 
and political courage to act now, we will 
protect the Oregon we all deserve. 

Oregon Environmental Council is ready to 
meet the challenge, and we are optimistic 
that our ingenuity, audacity and drive 
will secure healthier communities and a 
more livable Oregon for everyone. 

Our three-year, $15 million fundraising 
campaign will grow our capacity and 
deepen our ability to deliver high-impact, 
lasting results. This campaign recognizes 
that it is the people behind Oregon 
Environmental Council that make an 
impact on our mission and deliver results. 

THIS IS ABOUT
Protecting what we’ve already 
won which is currently at risk.

Leading the response to 
environmental threats and the 

environmental challenges of 
tomorrow.

Ensuring that all Oregonians 
are represented in the policies 

affecting our environment.

This campaign combines 
persistent and smart 

advocacy with a deeper 
understanding of our 
interconnected world 

to offer solutions to the 
most pressing problems 

Oregon faces today.

WE STAND FOR CLEAN 
WATER, AIR AND LAND

NOW IS THE TIME



WE LIVE IN AN AGE OF 
UNPRECEDENTED THREATS TO OUR 
WORLD, BUT ALSO UNPRECEDENTED 
OPPORTUNITIES TO PROTECT IT.

w i t h  n at i o n a l  e f f o r t s  t o  u n d o  
bedrock environmental laws, the current 
federal administration is disavowing years  
of science and common-sense policies that  
protect our health, the environment and 
iconic landscapes. 

This is not the right direction for our state. 
The time is now to double-down on advancing 
environmental safeguards, and preventing the 
unraveling of critical protections that affect 
our health and well-being. 

What will it take? Thoughtful, intentional 
efforts to build the political will and way 
forward with an eye to replicate our 
success in other states. 

Decisions made today will determine the 
livability of our state tomorrow and for 
years to come. 

We stand at a turning point, and there’s  
no time to lose.

WE’RE PROVEN 
LEADERS
We’ve done it before. We’ll do it again.
Oregon Environmental Council is known 
for its many firsts. We helped champion 
the Beach Bill, the Bottle Bill, the Bike  
Bill, and countless other policies,  
leaving an indelible mark on what makes 
Oregon great.

We are known for our cross-cutting 
systemic solutions that protect Oregon’s 
climate, air, water, food, economy and 
health for every Oregonian, and working to 
achieve more equitable outcomes in rural 
and urban parts of the state. 

We are needed now more than ever to 
spearhead solutions to the most pressing 
interconnected social, economic and 
environmental problems we face today. 

Effective 
environmental 

policies live at the 
center of human 
health, economic 
sustainability and 

social justice.

The nation’s first nickel- 
deposit Bottle Bill

Oregon’s legendary land-use  
protections for farmland

Curbside recycling

Bans on dangerous toxic flame 
retardants that harm human 

health and unsafe chemicals in 
children’s products

Eco-Healthy Child Care, a 
program that protects thousands 
of children nationwide by creating 

toxic-free environments

First in the nation to vote  
to go coal free



Each strategic initiative will provide distinct benefits in and of itself, but their 
complementary outcomes and collective impact will be greater than the sum of the 
parts culminating in a healthier environment for all Oregonians.

1. LEADING ON CLIMATE 
CHANGE & CLEAN  
TRANSPORTATION
OREGON IS A NATIONALLY REGARDED 
LEADER in environmental protection. With the 
federal government’s recent withdrawal from the 
Paris Accords, state-level action is more vital than 
ever to maintaining momentum, cutting carbon 
and demonstrating our nation’s commitment to 
addressing climate change. 

Transportation is the single largest source of 
greenhouse gas emissions in Oregon. Climate 
change, growing rates of chronic disease, and 
health and economic disparities are a result of our 
transportation policy. We must move to a 100% 
clean transportation system. 

We have a decades-long history of successful 
transportation policy advocacy in Oregon. For 
example, we led the efforts to adopt clean car and 
clean fuel standards. And, most recently we worked 
to influence the transportation package passed by 
the 2017 Oregon Legislature.

OUTCOMES 
 With your support, we will 

ensure that

Capping and putting a price on carbon 
pollution will go before the Legislature.

There are new resources for climate-
smart agriculture and forestry, and jobs 

and benefits for rural and urban areas are 
stimulated. 

The state cleans up the transportation 
sector through electrification, starting 

with exceeding the 2020 goal of 50,000 
electric vehicles (EVs). 

Lower-income communities have more 
reliable access to public transit and 

cleaner vehicles.

The policy framework is in place to ensure 
automated vehicles are electric and largely 

shared.

2. CLEAN AND 
PLENTIFUL WATER 
FOR OUR FUTURE
OREGON CAN NO LONGER take clean and 
unlimited water for granted. Toxic algae blooms, 
fed by fertilizer runoff, are on the rise and can shut 
down public water supplies for days. Many wells 
are overdrawn or unsafe to drink from. Drought is 
affecting agriculture and fish, and we can’t count 
on having enough water available for our many 
needs. And, shockingly, some 22,000 miles of 
streams and 30 lakes and reservoirs in Oregon do 
not meet Clean Water Act water quality standards.

OUTCOMES 
 

With your support, we will

Reduce runoff from agricultural lands that 
contaminates our rivers and groundwater. 

Increase water conservation and efficient 
usage by agricultural industry, with more 
water put back into streams for ecological 

protection.

Improve water quality in urban areas with 
natural systems to treat runoff from roads 

and urban areas.

Secure a state funding package that will 
leverage restoration of riverbanks habitat, 

improved water quality for streams and 
drinking water. 

OUR STRATEGIC 
INITIATIVES

Your zip code could be 
more significant than 

your genetic code when 
it comes to your health.



3. PROTECTING  
COMMUNITIES  
AND CHILDREN
POLLUTION IS THE LARGEST ENVIRONMENTAL 
CAUSE of disease and death in the world today and 
is inextricably linked to toxic chemicals and fossil fuel 
use. Hazardous chemicals in our environment affect 
all of us, but especially vulnerable populations. 

As the federal government backs away from 
environmental protections, Oregon is well positioned 
to demonstrate national leadership and build on the 
health protections we have already secured so that 
the most vulnerable in our communities—children, 
low-wealth and communities of color—are protected 
from toxic chemicals. 

4. JUSTICE FOR ALL

OREGON’S COMMUNITIES OF COLOR face 
greater environmental threats and have less 
access to the benefits. Yet they remain under-
represented in decision-making. What’s more, 
communities of color experience a wide range of 
socio-economic disparities, greater than in many 
similar cities in the nation. Rural residents are also 
struggling economically and are often left out of 
decisions related to their wellbeing.

We must accelerate leading environmental  
policies and programs that advance equity 
across racial, socioeconomic, geographic and 
generational gaps.

We shape our world 
through protective 

public policies—there is 
no more powerful way 

to enact change.

OUTCOMES 
 

With your support, we will

Engage our Emerging Leaders Board 
alumni, elevate the millennial voice in 
Oregon, and encourage standing up for 

environmental solutions and actions.

Identify and implement additional 
programs that build trust within rural 

communities, especially among emerging 
rural leaders.

Deepen our collaborative partnerships 
with community-of-color-led 

organizations and develop shared goals.

Help diversify Commissions that govern 
Oregon’s natural resource agencies, 

and expand environmental decision-
making to become more inclusive of 

communities of color and Tribes.

OUTCOMES 
 

With your support, we will

Regulate harmful substances and 
maximize the health benefits of the Toxic 

Free Kids Act.

Secure clean diesel policy statewide to 
phase out or replace old dirty 

diesel engines. 

Establish groundbreaking policy to protect 
the public health, environment and 

economy through our pioneering “healthy 
purchasing” initiative and expand our 

procurement work to school districts and 
other communities.

Effective, Equitable & Shared  
Solutions

This is not just 
an environmental 

issue; it is a serious 
health problem.



INVESTING IN A BETTER 
OREGON FOR ALL
Here are three ways to make an impact:

OREGON IMPACT 
INVESTORS THREE- 
YEAR PLEDGE*
To have a powerful impact  
on the solutions we are 
championing, we need multi-
year commitments. This 
allows us to ensure that we 
have the staff and capacity 
we need to focus on the 
work ahead. We are asking 
our supporters and investors 
to join our Oregon Impact 
Investors with three-year 
pledged gifts. This special 
giving program allows you 
to make a longer-term 
philanthropic commitment 
and provide a predictable 
revenue stream that helps 
us focus on our work. 

*Minimum gift of $25,000 
over three years.

THE STRATEGIC 
OPPORTUNITIES FUND

An endowment is a vital 
resource committed to Oregon 
Environmental Council’s 
future. It symbolizes long-term 
stability, fiscal responsibility, 
and financial viability. While 
we seek annual contributions 
from members, friends, 
corporations and foundations, 
our continued development 
depends significantly on the 
growth of our endowment 
portfolio. Keeping Oregon 
Environmental Council strong 
and effective for the years 
ahead requires a reliable 
source of income  
in perpetuity.

BUILDING OUR LONG- 
TERM ENDOWMENT

New opportunities and 
challenges are always 
emerging, so this unrestricted 
donation allows Oregon 
Environmental Council to put 
your money where it is needed 
most. This fund provides 
immediately accessible 
resources to underwrite 
critical priorities, seize 
emerging opportunities and 
support important initiatives 
crucial to our mission. The 
Strategic Opportunities Fund 
is especially important in an 
era of federal cutbacks and will 
have a positive ripple effect for 
future generations. IT’S TIME, OREGON. JOIN US

This is not charity. 
This is not generosity.
This is an economic, 

social and environmental 
investment. 

Philanthropy is activism. 
It’s about making a 

difference.

“We came to Oregon as a 
young family, dreaming 
of clean water, air and 

politics. It’s a vision we 
still hold true for the 

sake of generations to 
come.” 

— MIKE MCCULLOCH, MEMBER

we are oregon. We are nationally regarded 
as a leader in environmental protection and 
other states are watching us. With the federal 
government’s actions, state-level action is 
more vital than ever.

This campaign is a sound investment in our 
future health and prosperity.  Together we will 
create a future where policy and practices are 
transformed and solutions proliferated across 
the nation.

Champions like you are the force behind 
our work. Act like the future depends on it. 
Because Oregon’s future depends on you.



You are, by an accident 
of fate, alive at an 
absolutely critical 

moment in the history  
of our planet.  

Anything else you’re 
interested in is not going 

to happen if you can’t 
breathe the air and drink 

the water.  
Don’t sit this one out.  

Do something. 
 

–CARL SAGAN

Oregon Environmental Council is a nonpartisan, membership-based 
nonprofit. For 50 years, we’ve brought Oregonians together to work for 
clean water and air, a stable climate and healthy communities— 
for today and future generations. Visit us: OEConline.org.  
Follow @OEConline on Twitter, Facebook and Instagram.

Oregon Environmental Council
222 NW Davis Street, Suite 309, Portland, OR 
97209 | info@oeconline.org | 503-222-1963


